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‘supremacy seemed absolutely assured.
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DY ACK in the first decade of the present century, the
| ) game of lncrosse was so deeply enshrined in the
# heart of sporting Canada that its permanency and
Today, after
the ‘passing of only one generation, that sport, instead
of occupying a position of country-wide prominence
and respect, is actually struggling gamely to prevent a
continued decling that can only result in the speedy

| extinction of this bnee overwhelmingly popular pastime.

It’s not for me to say whether or not this decline will
continue, but suppose lacroase were completely aban-

* doned by the Canadian youth, would its passing really

medn anything to Canada? Is there such a thing as

-nationa]_sentirnent for a game? |
*1f you are one of those who believe that sport fans Nationals of Montfeal and Tecumsehs of Toronto, over
|

| pastime. Inevitably,
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work at the once popl]i'ar Scarboro_Beach 'field, -
St. Simon's player bulpes the nels with a hot shot.
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ome Back?
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A frank answer to the query, “What killed lacrosse?”
| and lan estimate of its chances of revival | :
' | { : i

| |
| By H.H
i R g
are hard-boiled humags who drop one game and accept
another without a tjnge of regret, then just tell dn|

Englishman that socchr is only a childish recreation ai di
that cricket is a soclal diversion and not a he-manfs

spirited defense thagyil the criticism had been levell
at a political party}pr a religious denomination,
quietly whisper to; United States schoolboy that t!
crack of bat and baft#will not be heard-again throughout
the land; then pdsd along the sad, news ithat Yalé,
.Harvard, Michiga otre Dame and other knowledg

foundries intended shibstituting Inter-university dehatin

contests for those Plood-stirring gridiron battles, and at
once the sportsmen of the Republic| would ‘organize to

prevent the destryction of those games that have become*

nationnl institutions. |
Canadians, on the other hand, seem to be different.
' Apart from the energy displayed by & few “dyed-in-the-
wool" leaders, there appears to be comparatively little
" enthusinsm for what is generally known as qur National
game. Yet, lacroase has more claim to perpetuation in
this Dominion than have soccer or cricket in the Brjtish
Islds, or football and baseball in the United States. ‘The
gathe was played by the Indians long befbre the |first
white man set foot on our shores) and is so deeply rooted
in|Canadian soil that it is nc;usllm,recorded in| our
history books. Its anniversaries now correspond with
thpse of the land that gave it birth, for the Cenadian
Ldcrosse Association came into being in Confedergtion
_year, A '
S [ EE | On the Skids

| | |
'HE game of lacrosse thus grew up with the country,
and for forty years after confederation its populdrity
stendily increased. Twenty summera ago, every corner
1ot was the stamping ground of the lacrosse-wielding
Aanadian lad; the names of such 'outstanding players s
Charlie" Querrie, “Neway” |Lalonde and “Dad"
urnbull were respected in every schoolyard; citizens of

ial and political prominence were keen to hold

xecutive offices, while the sporting publie fought its,

By to crowded st u_nd.n.nnd supported ita fuvorites with n
finincial and physical fervor that hpproached fanaticism.
At that particular period in Iacrl,oesu history; it wus:‘not

uncommon for the team in thelittle factory town of

Cornwall to draw three thousand {ins; at 8 game between

l ' q R
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view the battle.of the year, and out in New Westminater
when an [Eastern club attempted to regain the coveted
Minto Cup, the fans lined-up five hours ahead of game

"“ time, ull|business in the British Columbia town was.

suspended, and the turnstiles clicked over thirteen
thousand, times,

| In that golden age of Canndian lacrosse, the sport had
every requisite to suc —public approval, social
prestige; finaneial prosperity, the support of national
pride, and international recognition. But during the
past twenty'1 years, something awful has; happened.
Professional
Ottawa, Cornwall, Quebec, Toronto, New ‘Westminster

and Vancouver, has been submerged for ten years and | ;

shows not the slightest indication of returning to the
surface. In the past twenty-five years, the number of
registered lacrosse players in Ontario has decreased from
fifteen hnndretf to less-than one-third of that total. In
Toronte, from ‘o population approaching seven hundred
thousand, only two senior teams are organized, and one
of them is a university team that plays only in the
springtime and draws its student members from teams

throughout the province. Ottawa has only onejteam;

Cornwall, one senior; while Hamilton and London have
not a single entry in the major series. | i

A {riend of mine, formerly a prominent pilnyer. calls |

that twenty years ago players were 80 enthusiastidithat

sunrise practices were not uncommon, and he remembers |

enumerating a turnout of -the Junetion . Sham !
Lacroase Club, and the total nt one practice, all playing

| on' one large field, was gix different teams and ome. has

hundred and ten players. {

 lacrosse division has only five ‘teama playing the
- And the depreciation is not only in numbers, for iti

at Amsterdam last year the United Statesteam defédited

the Canadians, and our elubs who visit the colleges inthe | :

States are now meeting with very ordinary success.|
What| killed lacrosse in[Canadn!

that lucrosse was not n suleidal victim—it did §not
destroy | itsell; for strgngely, while the game s
refused to thrive on its native soil, it has been growing
with amazing rapidity in the fields of Australiz, Engl
and the' United States. Continued on page 36
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twelve thousand enthusiasts croesed Toronto Bay to p

lacrosse, once flourishing in Montreal,

: ST (M
Today, in the entire province of Ontario, the §nior 3
me.

too ' |
readily fecalled that in the Olympic lacrosse exhibftion*,

: Before attemp ng: i
to anawer that pertinent queation, let us sssure ou e
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revelation in shaving comfort.

GINTILI:!!H Our success is based on the
spproval, each mernigg, of a million men. Ifwe
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. eversa I.I.itde, we lose friends. And friends, we
bave found, ase our best asset.

We gain these friends by a unique offer.|
Before jwe ask you to buy our remarkable)
shaving cream, we first offer it to you for &'}
week’s test free.. Men who customarily never |

, mail coupons, send this one in.

| And86% ofthosewho fry Palmolive Shaving !

Cream become staunch supporters for it. They

/' make claims that we would hesitate to print. |
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| with snow and exposed to the blizzard.

It was brutal work crawling out! naked
and searching under the debris for clothes.
We have built a new igloo, but I'm afraid
it won't last long, ns it is made of sugar’
snow. Shevek is worrying about the dogs
He says|they will never last to the coast
unless we can get food. We have only cne
fill left for the stove—no provisions,jonly a;
| little flour. |

“February 23. Still stormbound,’ The
wind is threshing against the igloo and!
there seems no proapect of a let-up, ‘We
are down to three small pancakes apiece.
Lack of food makes the cold seem ten
times as bad. We have been in our sleep-
|ing bags all day trying to keep warm.
“"February 24. There seems to be no
prospect of the wind dropping. It is'worse
than ever today. We managed to find
enough coal oil to cook three bannocks.
Tomorrow it will be flour and water and
not much of that.

“February 26.| Still stormbound,) but
the wind doesn't seem so bad. We have
decided to try for the coast tomorrow, no
matter how thick it is. Nuterallah (Peters'
native) will not be responsible for guiding
us in the drift, bt we should Be able to
get our mpproximate direction from! the
wind. Shevek said he saw the sun for a

# | few seconds this alternoon.

' 1. Muldplies irselfin lather 230times.
2. Softens the beard in one minute.
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condensed milk cached about twenty miles
farther on.| Right now I can think of
nothing more wonderful than a tin of
condensed milk to suck, We have been

; B i Conlinued
'In Australia, the city of Melbourne
alone has forty intermediate teams and
every state in the Commonwealth has an
association. | Indeed, so enthusiastic are
the Australians that the honorary secre-
tary of the Victorian Lacrosse Association

While the growth of lacrosse in the
antigodes has been ubundant, it has not
beelﬁnéarly s0 luxuriant as in England.
Even/three years ago the English Lacrosse
Un.‘;—;‘x had in its affiliation one hundred

ﬁnw}nntion during 1930, e

fifty boys’ teams &nd ‘twenty.
rsity teams, and that is not all. The
n of England have shown an almost
ralleled enthusiasm for Jacrosse, and
‘latest enrolment of the All England

mémbership of ninety-eight achool |teams
apd filty-seven other clubs. It| need,
erefore, occasion no surprise to learn
hat, nccording to P, J. Lally, four times
as many lacroase sticks are being sold in
the British Isles as in Canada.
| It is thus quite evident that Australia
and England have, taken a decidedly
keen interest in Canada’s national game,
but the most énthusiastic reception to
lacrosse has been bestawed by the United
States. If Canada has rejected ita offspring,
the sportsmen of the United States have
generously afforded it{board and lodging
and a chance to grow. W. J. Hanley,
formerly a prominent Canadinn player and
leading executive, has emphasized the
{| adoption of lacrosse by the ‘‘Statesers™
in these words: | At West Point, lacroase
is played by over four ‘hundred cadets of
the great army | training school, and at
Annapolia itis tounding out about five
hundred youths specially selected for

7 SHAVES FREE
and a can of Palmolive Afier Shaviog Talc

Simply lnsert your name and address and mail to
Palmolive, Dept. Pll-ll.lD.T oato, 8.
| \
i |

i

Flease prinl your nams

and adidress
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:- University dnd University,
Al lwas played l at Baltimore, and twelve

| the United. States navy. In California
there is a popular girls' league, several
| teama playing first-class lacrosse.”

Early in the|summer of 1928, the
United States |played its semi-final
Olympic trizl game at Washington, and
ten thousand spectators, nearly one-
quarter o[gwhom had velled forty
miles by gpecial train/ atteided the
spectacular jcontest. Shortly af ard,
the final game between Jocns pkins

| : I
8 !

-. {
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“According to Peters there is a case of |

1! | ]
Can Lacrosse Come Back? '

hopes to have a Caradian team visit the

torturing ourselves by talking about it njl &

alternoon.

wThree of the dogs look as if they are

about to give up the;:hoﬂ. They can .

hardly stand up. L
February 26, It was still drilting when
we atarted out -this morning, but we
managed to reach the condensed milk .. ."”
Even more [ortunately we found n

cache of dog food and on the following -
day we reached the Hudson's Bay Com-

pany post at Cape Eskimo. o
Alter resting there for a day we set out

on the last two-hundred-mile stage of our

journey to Churchill, well provided with
dog food, provisions and coal oil.  In
order to avoid the rocky coastline we
travelled for the greater part of the way
on the sea ice which extends for about
‘twenty miles from the shore. In many
places the ice had been piled into huge
hummocks and progress was slow. Even
s0, we succeeded in making the journey
in six sleeps—thus establishing a record.
At end of steél—it was then about ten
miles from Churchill—we bade good-by
to our {riends who for six weary weeks

wuld face the morth wind back to Baker

Lake. ; ! |5
“Good-by,” said Shevekatah,! I will
look for you when the geese fly north. In
the batween-time may you proaper.” '
And a week later the Skipper and I
parted. “Au reroir, Admiral,” said he,
and is the train gathered, speed he
shouted: “Don't — [orget — breakfast =
4.30." ] | T8

.
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thousand lacrosse admirers watched the
Hopkins' representatives snatch out a
vietdry.” And that same team, by the way,
defeated the Canadian team at Amster-
dam and made it necessary for the English
twelve to save the Empire's prestige. The
athletic coaches of all United States

' universities have recognized the great
merits of lacrosse and are according it a
position second only to football in' the
college sporting world. |

So,. realizing the eagerness with which ;

the youths of other lands are adopting
lacrospe, it is only reascnable to assume
that the decline in Canada cannot be
_ntt!te‘n:[hyte'd to a weakfess in the game
itsell,

What Kllled the Game In Canada?
HY, then, has lacrosse gone back?

Recently I left that question with

half aldozen men who should know the
anawer, and each of them contributed a
different reason. The Great War, proles-
pionalism, executive errors, roughness,
expense, and desire for easier sports were
charged with the responsibility for the
decadence of lacrosse, and possibly each
has contributed to the slump. ;
Unquestionably in war years every

Jacroase team sent some husky lads to

the bigger game in France; many clubs

were 8o riddled by departures that they |

could not fleld & team. In Ontario, in 1917
and 1918, the intermediate series, usually
‘ the most active, suspended competition
entirely, With the players away and cluba
disbanded; the public interest waned.
Then when many of the soldier athletes
returned, it was revesled that their long
absence had weakened | their desir® to
continue playing, and while they (were
retiring from the sport, the juniors{were
not coming up in sufficient num to
replace them. Thus._the Great War
contributed to the/decline.”
Profm[umlism( too, is charged with
sharing in the killiig of this good game.
In those years of plenty when Nationals,
Shamrocks, Montreals, Tecumsehs, To-
rontos, Cornwall, -[‘Capital.u. Vancouver
_and New Westminster were attracting
immensa crowds, the salaries were suffi-
. cient to induce hundreds of good amateurs

cﬁnuuuT on page 38 3
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r Below you will see two microscopic photographs that tell ithis story
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Zri:n&.l Cream in contrast. In addition to this superior appearance,
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1.0 yery plainly.

u obtain an effective, antiseptic and 'astringent action., Every moment
ouraud's Oriental Cream is on your skin it is exerting a protecting
© ' healing influence, that helps. correct Blemishes, Freckles, Muddy Com-
e lexiom,‘Wriqklcl. Flabbiness, etc. | | |
. r M ! Here ‘Is Scientific Proof
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' Conlinued from page 38,
to forsake the corner lots. and public
parks and play on enclosed grounds where
finaticial rewards were considerable, While

| proféssionalism prospered, the game did

pot suffer, but, 28 {requently happens,
when “pro” clubs lost money; they dia-
banded, and when they ceased operations
the players in the prime of their careers
werel compelled to hang up their sticks.
Thus professionalism injured amateur
lacrosse | through taking away |its best
playérs, and then weakened lacrosse, in
gen:jal, ‘by disbanding the professional
clubd and leaving the players “highand
dry”| where they’ could not return to
amateurism and where professionalism
would mtl use theml. |
i [Ro‘wdyllm and Roughnesa

OT only did the Great War and
\professionalism tend to weaken the
influence of lacrosse, but so did rowdyism
by spectators and’ roughness of players.
|This particular |allegation of the two
r's—rowdyism and roughness—rather irri-
tates some lacrosse leaders who are

positive that lacrosse is not so'‘tough"

as hockey or rygby. A prominent centre-

player in|the National Hockey League

who has participated in both Canada's

winter and summer national sports has

asserted that hockey is rougher. Never-

theless, there is evidence to warrant the

suggestion that dirty tactics have worked

sgainst the sport. In professional days, it

was not unusual to read on Canadian

sport pages such headlines ns, these:

“Player at' Cornwall arrested for [rowdy-

ism; official seizes stick and swings: at

player; weekly row in National Lacrosse

Union: National 'player assaults one-
armed officdal; mounted police assist in

quelling lacrosse riot in Toronto; Van-

| | couver police sergeant draws revolver to

save referee from injury; Vancouver
players' car riddled by rocks; Canadians
and ‘Nationals indulge in wildest kind of
slugging; players carried off unconscious
andjothers run up in stand and assault
8 tors.”|. Undoubtedly such condi-
tions did much to alienate public support
andiwere prominent factors in necessitat-

; lPe the burial of professional lacrosse. !

irye, the ardor of players and {ans has
ewhat cooled 'in recent years| but
is ‘still too much *“rough stufl.”
in the Olmplc Trials of 1927, it

een Weston 'and Winnipeg teams

as reminiscent of|
hree Weston playars were unfit to play in
he final game, and that the others were
badly crippled. Roughness in any game is

!'| prospective players who decline to absorb
the unnecessary punishment. It may be
‘Vimore than a coincidence| that in other
| countries where the jgame is progressing
so rapidly, the players wear few, if any,
pads; penalt.it?s are starce,|and casualties
rare,

ada’s national game does not rest entirely
upon players and| fans, | however, for

geems unfair to comment nfavorably on
the work of leaders| who have struggled

yet criticism has been d cted against
them by some/of the hard |workers them-
selves.
| experience is unquestioned
himself in this jway:|!'Lacre

has expressed

executives
| that they have done the game an injury.

starting games and many do not begin
until longafter the advertiséd, hour; most
lacrosse associations have residence rules
but observance is easily
cluba particulatly ‘have
charged with paying players;
tion leaders make little attempt to investi-
gate and allay the prevalent suspici ons."”
ExEcutivlie 1

n {requently

' the financial problem. The softball team

"' modate four softball diamonda.

charged that'the seml-final game
the old days, that |

1 f| damaging in|two ways: it removes tha.
., | support of many sport lovers who prefer
. | clean play, and it discourages many

i-} 3 [ g ey
Reuponsibil*ty for!the decline in Can-.

have been| charged with’
|l contributing to the delinquency. Italmost

against odds to bring back|the game, and -
One lacrosse suthority, whose:
have been so anxious to please everybedy:
Lacrosse teams are notorious for delay in-
aded; senior’

ASOCIA=-

ity and indiscretion may '‘man wishes it mll:'od}}_\j‘ck.

MacLean's Magazine, dugust 15,1929

| i
this have some share in the inability of
lncrosse to attain Its former status. Still,
while many other {actorshave contributed,
the opinion persists that the commonest ..
obstacle is an increasing desire to play e
easier aports! Unquestionably, thereina
tendency for the young fellow to prefer. .
softball because it demands less practice, *
ordinary physical condition, and can be
played in the evenings and thus leave
Saturday free. Included in Canada's host
of “‘softballers” are hundreds of young
men' who might have played lacrosse.
Goll, too, has exacted its toll, and|the . b
motor car all too speedily transports the
prospective player from the lacrosse field
to the summer resort. - |

Included in the desire for easier sports
is not only the physical element but also

supplies a bat and ball; the lacrosse club |
requires individual stocks, jerseys, trunks, '
‘shoes, capa, and goal nets, while the area:
required for lacrosse Is sufficient to accom-

" 'Phua, war, professionalism, roughness,
executive leniency, softer sporta and
motor ears have persistently tugged
against the zincere efforts of those who

have struggled hard to revive the game.

Is a Revival Posalble?

NTIL quite recently, the efforta of
these “revivalists” have secured few
converts, but st last a definite well-
organized movement to bring back the
former greatnessappears to'be under way " -
and it is starting not at the top with the
players who will retire in = couple of
sezsons, ‘but with the schoolboys and
young lads who have years of play ahead.
Last year, the Ontario Amateur La-
crosse Association in!co-operation with
the Ontario Athletic Commission induced
Fred Waghorne, Senior, one of the best-
known and popular lacroese leaders in the
land, to go through Ontario and preach
lacrosse. Mr. Waghorne went on' his
pilgrimage and he talked sbout Canada's
national game to school teachers, service
elubs, boys organizations, and to old-
timers who had forsaken the sport. 'But !
“Wag” not only talked, for he also
organized—and the campaign results are
startling.  Mr. Waghorne {ormed forty-
five new teams and in some cities he not
only sponsored clubs, but formed leagues.:
Thus, in one season ilone, through this
Lacrosse Boosters Organization, six hun-
| 'dred young recrults enlisted in the lacrosse.
army. Not only the rural lads but the city
boys, too, are swinging into the parade, for
the riumber of  public school teams in
Toronto tripled during 1928, and Runny-
mede School, alone has ordered twelve 13!
dozen sticks, And financial support for %
the movement is easily available, as the | :

Boosters Fund already has five hundred . -_I‘ !

dollars surplus; one anonymous enthusiast .
has offered one thousand dollars; “Joe"
Lally made another contribution land
offered sticks at a very low cost, while the
Ontario Athletic Commission is assisting
financially and is also providing medals
and trdphies. { W 1
And while ‘'the fiery lacrosse’" has been
carried ‘most prominently in Ontario, .
there is also a mustering of the enthusiasts |
in other provinces. During 1928, increas-
ing attention has been given to ‘the |
players of tomorrow, and Irém !the
ground up” a new lacrosse stru isi{iii)
: being erected. | B s :
. And well it may, for il the prese tlaad-a ke
R et

ers will elimlnate undue roughness, start
games on time, stamp out professional
tendencies, and fcolirage~native talent
rather than impé-:i Btars, then no game |
known to man hs-more to offer to players 1} ||
and spectators alike, | Lacrosse, properly || ‘it =
played, will develbp the strength, speed. |
and skill of thef/ contestant, and [will
provide interesting competition, fresh air |
and sunshine for the fans and for Canada.
Lacrosse will bedome an instrument of
international gogdwill wherever our na- o :
tional game is played. Lacrosse deserves .
to come back, and 'every Canadian sports-




